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Metadata Capital 

Metadata is a necessary component of 
any digital information system

– Positive aspect
● helps people and machines find, access, and use 

information
– Challenges

● related to quality, cost, and standards that limit 
metadata effectiveness and most metadata 
operations are far from perfect



  

Metadata capital

Metadata capital, as first articulated, 
underscores metadata as an asset, the 
value of which may increase via reuse

If good quality metadata is reused over 
time, there might be an increase in its 
value in comparison to the initial investment 
made to produce it



  
Greenberg, J., Swauger, S., & Feinstein, E. (2013, September). Metadata capital in a data repository. In International Conference on Dublin Core and Metadata Applications (pp. 140-150).

Dataset available: Dryad - doi:10.5061/dryad.8c1p6



But the real problem is……..



Metadata in libraries

Metadata exists for almost every conceivable object or group of objects, 
whether stored in electronic form or not. 

In the library world, one easily identifiable form of metadata is the card 
catalogue; the information on the card is metadata about a book. 

In a traditional library, where cataloguing is the work of trained 
professionals, complex metadata schemes such as MARC, CCF etc. 
are used for description of library resources.



Descriptive

Administrative

Structural

Semantics Content rules Syntax

Metadata schemas are set of metadata elements 
and rules for their use that have been defined 

for a particular purpose.



Metadata in Libraries

MARC family
– MARC for almost every countries

CCF

UNIMARC

MIBIS

MARC 21 family

– Bibliographic

– Authority

– Classification

– Holdings

– Community Information
                        (Last update May 2017)

Generic
– DUBLIN CORE

– MODS (Metadata Object 
Description Schema)

– Schema.org

Domain-specific
– Categories for the Description of 

Works of Art (CDWA)

– VRA Core

– Lightweight Information 
Describing Objects (LIDO)

– Learning Resource Metadata 
Initiative (LRMI)

– Cataloguing Cultural Objects 
(CCO)

And the list may go on………...







Simple DC vs Qualified DC
<meta name=”DC.Subject” content=”Resource description”>

<meta name=”DC.Subject” scheme=”LCSH” content=”Resource description”>

<meta name=”DC.Subject” scheme=”LCSH” content=”Library catalogue”>

<meta name=”DC.Date” content=”20200530”>

<meta name=”DC.Date.publication” content=”20200530”>

<meta name=”DC.Date.publication” scheme=”ISO” content=”20200530”>









  

Interoperability standards

COAR, 2013



  

Candidate standards
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Thank you…...
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